
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY
Time Table of a full wedding day

https://denisebarria.com/en/home-en-2/


Hello future newlyweds!
As you already know, preparing for your wedding 
day involves several facets. There are many 
aspects to consider to ensure that your day is as 
you imagine it.

To help you better prepare, the following is an 
example of a full day with ideas and tips for each 
segment. I hope this will be useful!

Also, feel free to contact me. I always enjoy 
discussing the specific needs of each couple to 
help you achieve your dream wedding day. 
Looking forward to it! 

           Denise

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR UPCOMING WEDDING!

Detailed Schedule
Full coverage of a Wedding Day
Of a 8 hours to 12 hours duration
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EXAMPLE OF A WEDDING
PHOTO TIME TABLE

GROOM + GROOMSMAN

BRIDE + BRIDAL PARTY

CEREMONY SET UP

CEREMONY

FAMILY PHOTOS

BRIDAL PARTY + COUPLE

COUPLE’S PORTRAITS

RECEPTION

 
NIGHT SHOT

Preparation

Preparation

45min - 1h

45min - 1h

1h - 4h

45min - 1h30

20-30 min

30 min

30 min

15 min

 1h 30+

Please note that this is only an example of a 
typical photographic wedding schedule.

NOON

22 H +
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During the groom's preparation, I truly enjoy 
capturing interactions between the groom, his 
groomsmen and family members. These 
moments of fraternity, laughter, and emotion 
will make your wedding day unique.

INDOORS
Details  +/- 30 mins.
• Lay-flat invitations, vows, rings, etc. 
• Boutonniere, cufflinks, etc. 
• Suit, shoes, personalized socks.
• Suspenders and belt 
• Perfume, watch, glasses, etc. 

Dressing up +/- 15-30 mins.
Dressing can be done alone or with parents 
and friends. Often, the bridal party shares the 
task. The best man puts on the cufflinks, then a 
family member helps with the bow tie, and so 
on. The idea behind this sequence is to give the 
groom a chance to have a moment with each 
member of his bridal party.

GROOM’S PREPARATION
& BRIDAL PARTY
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A Few Poses  +/- 30 mins.
• A walk with the bridal party 

• A toast - spontaneous photos

• Activities - jumping, lifting, etc.

• A message to the bride (written note, pranks, etc.)

• Posed and styled portraits with the bridal party

• Solo groom shots 

Everyone Outside!
Once everyone is ready, we can go outside for a 
stroll with the bridal party. This gives the groom a 
special moment with friends and loved ones to relax 
and enjoy their company. Whatever ideas you have 
to make this moment unique, I will be happy to help 
coordinate it!

Video Team - 30 min to 1 hr 
If you have a video team present simultaneously 
with the photo team, it's important to add at least 30 
extra minutes to your schedule for each part of your 
wedding.

Most of the time, in small spaces such as hotel 
rooms, photos are taken where the light is best. 
Therefore, the best photo angles are limited, making 
it essential to allow enough time for each team to 
give you their best work.

GROOM’S PREPARATION
& BRIDAL PARTY
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The bride’s preparation is one of the key 
moments of your wedding day. It’s the moment 
when the anticipation is at its peak and all the 
excitement is in the air! Here is a list of the most 
popular photos and activities that you can do.

Details  +/- 30 mins.
• Layflat invitations, vows, rings, etc. 
• Bouquets: bride and bridesmaids 
• Hair accessories and other jewelry
• Kimonos and other personalized accessories
• Wedding dress, shoes
• Veil and dress details

Cheers!  +/- 30 mins.
• Preparing champagne glasses
• Photos in kimonos and accessories
• Champagne popping
• Toasting
• Spontaneous moments
• Group hugs and embraces  

Transport & Delays 
Plan extra time to get to your destination. Google 
Maps will give you a relatively accurate estimate if 
you add in the details of your wedding’s itinerary. 
Keep in mind that with a large group, it will take 
longer to move your bridal party.

Allow 1 to 2 hours

BRIDE’S PREPARATION
& BRIDAL PARTY
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Getting dressed  +/- 15 mins.
• Mother/family helps dress the bride
• Close-up of the bride's mother's hands 
• Mother-daughter moment
• Bride puts on jewelry, shoes, etc. 
• Bridesmaids adjust the dress
• Hugs and kisses 

Expect some delays 
15 to 30 mins.
Delays of all kinds can easily happen on a 
wedding day. Whether from segments 
taking longer than planned or traffic on the 
road, unexpected delays are common. I 
recommend always leaving extra time 
between steps to avoid overburdening 
your schedule. This is even more important 
if you have multiple locations to visit.

© Denise Barria
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BRIDE’S PREPARATION
& BRIDAL PARTY
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BRIDE’S PREPARATION
& BRIDAL PARTY
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Helpful Tips
• Prepare a box with your accessories to be 
photographed so that nothing is forgotten.

• Don’t forget to iron your kimonos and the 
bride's veil! 

Once everyone is ready, 
these shots are worth it!
15 to 45 mins.
Once you and your bridal party are all dressed 
up, there are many available options to you if 
time is on your side. Here is a list of ideas that 
you might want to do:

• Bride solo mini-session
• Reveal to the Father of the Bride 
• Reveal to the Mother of the Bride
• Reveal to the Bridesmaids
• Indoor/Outdoor session with close family
• Outdoor session with your children
• Outdoor session with your bridesmaids
• Session with your pet

If you have prepared special gifts for your bridal party, 
the preparation period is the best time to offer them to 
your bridesmaids. Photos of this moment aim to be 
spontaneous to capture your bridesmaids' reactions and 
let you fully share the moment.
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FIRST LOOK
45 mins. to 1 hour
Your wedding day will be filled with emotions, 
surprises, and moments you will cherish forever. 
Among these unique moments, the first look 
stands out as an intimate and privileged moment, 
where you will see each other for the first time, 
away from the guests' eyes, in your wedding attire.

WHY HAVE A FRIST LOOK?

• A calm moment before the whirlwind

• Capturing authentic emotions

• Better time management

• A moment just for you

• A gentle introduction to the day

A Few Poses
I will guide you to position you, coordinating every 
detail to ensure the "first look" goes perfectly. 
From this moment, I will capture only spontaneous 
photos, allowing you to live and savor this 
precious moment fully, without interruptions. Here 
are a few examples.

• A few seconds before

• Reaction of the groom/bride

• The embrace

• The inspection/walk-around

• Sneaking glances 

• The kiss 

• Laughter

• Walking together

https://denisebarria.com/en/home-en-2/
https://www.facebook.com/denisebarriaphotographe
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«Shhh» During the ceremony, we 
remain discreet.

Whether your ceremony is religious or civil, we take care 
to respect the solemnity of the moment.

THE CEREMONY
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Ceremony : 45 mins to 1h30
• Processional

• Groom and mother of the groom

• Bridal party

• Page boy and flower girl

• Bride's entrance

• Ceremony, songs, verses, prayers

• Exchange of vows

• Exchange of rings

• Symbolic exchange (bottle, sand, etc.)

• The first kiss

• Bride and groom's exit 

• Spontaneous congratulation photos 

Group Photo:  10 mins.
The best time to take a group photo is right 
after the ceremony. We usually discuss with 
your officiant before the ceremony begins to 
coordinate and announce to your guests where 
to go for the photo.

Tips & Tricks
Add place markers on the ground so your bridal 
party knows where to stand. This adds to the 
symmetry of the photographed image for a 
more harmonious result.

CEREMONY
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With your Children  - 10 mins.
• If you have small children, start with their mini 
photo session fist. This will allow us to capture 
their photos before they are tired and nap time is 
very much needed.

Family & Bridal Party
20 to 45 mins.
If you have a large family and you would like to 
have individual photos with each family member, 
group of friends and bridal party, allow 1 minute 
per group and/or person. This will give you an 
idea of the time needed for your family portraits.

• Create a list (which I will have on hand) to make 
sure no one is forgotten on the day of.

• Have a resource person who knows the mem-
bers of your family and who will want to be 
responsible for organizing and rallying the 
people on your list. 

• For the bridal party, I will prepare poses and 
active moments in advance according to your 
tastes to create photo opportunities. 

If the ceremony venue is to your liking, I recommend 
taking family portraits there. Otherwise, coordinate 
with your wedding planner to make transportation as 
easy as possible, especially for larger groups.

FAMILY & BRIDAL PARTY 
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Couples Portraits 
45 mins. to 1 hour.
I usually ask the couple to reserve 45 minutes 
for their portrait session. Here, we slow down 
the pace, and the couple takes a short break to 
have a bite and spend a moment (almost) alone.
This allows me to focus on you, creating a 
conducive atmosphere for you to relax and 
enjoy your photo session.

If you have hired a video team, allow extra time 
for them to also have a privileged moment with 
you.

• A break / champagne / appetizers

• A variety of posed portraits

• Action and movement poses

• Bride and groom solos

• Heading to the reception

COUPLES PORTRAITS
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RECEPTION
From 2h30 to 4 hours
Receptions are often a more relaxed time when 
we take the time to chat with our guests and 
enjoy their presence.

Here, you no longer pose, and I document the 
evening by capturing the smiles and all the high-
lights of your evening with an artistic eye that 
emphasizes the love in the air, funny moments, 
and the antics of your guests.

The most common activities are speeches, the 
bouquet toss, the parents' dance, the first dance, 
and the cake cutting.

If possible, a short photographic outing during 
the golden hour is recommended in order to 
take advantage of the beautiful light at this time 
of the evening.
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RECEPTION

• Golden hour photos
• Parents' and couple's first dance 
• Sorbet and/or cake
• Bouquet toss
• Surprise (from groom and/or bride) 
• Start of the dancing
• Night photos 
• Sweet table 
• Midnight snack 

• Entrance of the parents and bridal party
• Entrance of the newlyweds
• Welcome dance
• Toast and welcome speech
• First course and speeches
• Between courses (e.g., shoe game)
• Second course and more speeches
• Between courses (photos with each 
table)
• Main course

From 2h30 to 4 hours
Here is an example of the chronological order of a 
typical wedding reception.
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GOLDEN HOUR + 
NIGHT SHOTS

GOLDEN HOUR 
& NIGHT SHOTS
If your schedule allows, a short outing during 
the golden hour will give you a breathtaking 
series of photos! The light is at its best and it 
only takes about ten minutes.

Another alternative is night photography, 
which is just as beautiful. Again, the mini 
photo session will only take a few minutes of 
your time since the technical aspect of this 
moment will be organized in advance for you.
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FINAL NOTE
I hope this example of a detailed photographic schedule for 
a full wedding day will help you organize the photography 
segment of your big day!

Remember that each individual segment should be adjusted 
according to your wishes, and some parts can be omitted 
according to your preferences. This document is only here to 
inspire and guide you.

A wedding day is always a whirlwind of emotions, tight 
schedules and diverse activities, so don't hesitate to embrace 
the chaos that it can sometimes create! In the end, what really 
matters is the unforgettable experience you will have. The 
most important thing is that your day is dazzling, filled with 
deeply touching moments, and that in the future, you will 
remember as one of the most magnificent days of your life.

Take the time to have fun, be a little silly, and leave enough 
time to savor every moment to the fullest.

      Denise
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Do not hesitate to contact me for any information or special requests. 

All my best wishes for your 
wedding! 
I would be thrilled to help make your wedding day 
truly unforgettable! 

Denise

The overall structure, as well as the texts, photos, and images comprising this guide, are the property of Denise Barria. Any reproduction, in whole or in part, and 
any representation of the substantial content of this guide, or one or more of its components, by any means whatsoever, without the express authorization of 
Denise Barria, is prohibited and constitutes an infringement punishable under Articles L.335-2 and following of the Intellectual Property Code.




